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EARLY YEARS (Literacy)

1. Rationale or Purpose 
This policy is concerned with extending and supporting children to improve their literacy skills. DEECD encourages all schools to implement an Early Years Literacy Program to achieve this aim. The Early Years Literacy Program has had significant benefits to children where it has been implemented and is the core of all work done in literacy at this school.

This policy identifies how the Early Years Literacy Program is implemented at our school.
2. Policy Statement 

Children in Years Prep to Grade 4 participate in this program and teachers must be trained in the methods used for its delivery. The region provides such training and all teachers new to the school will be in-serviced in these methods if they have not been trained previously. 

Teachers are expected to follow the Department’s format and structure of lessons when implementing the program; eg 2 hour literacy block; moving between whole gourp instruction, small group and individual instruction, etc.

3. Implementation 
· An Early Years (Literacy) co-ordinator will be appointed to oversee the implementation and evaluation of the program.

· The Early Years (Literacy) teaching program will be fully implemented P-4 and teaching strategies to be incorporated into the Years 5-6 literacy program.

· An Early Intervention program to be in place to support children deemed at risk ie Reading Recovery, Bridges, Individual Learning Improvement Plans.

· Information and training sessions will be made available to parents.

· Teachers will continue to attend Early Years Professional Development 


training sessions.
4. Evaluation and review 

This policy will be reviewed according to the School Council Calendar Policy Review
5. References 

Further information can be obtained on the Department’s website at: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/teachingresources/english/default.htm 
7. This policy was ratified by school council on 12 Feb 2008 
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