
ENGLISH

1. Rationale or Purpose 
This policy is concerned with extending and supporting children to improve their literacy skills. Students should attain the skills of English literacy such that every student should be able to read, write, spell and communicate at an appropriate level.

2. Policy Statement 

The school places English high in its priorities and ties learning to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. Teachers are expected to follow a structured format of lessons when implementing the program; e.g. 2 hour literacy block; moving between whole group instruction, small group and individual instruction, etc.

3. Implementation 
· The Curriculum and Standards Framework (CSF II) for English will be the framework for designing a balanced and sequential curriculum for all students. 

· The three modes of English (Speaking & Listening, Reading & Writing) are to be integrated into the teaching program.

· Strong emphasis to be placed on teaching children effective reading and writing skills as early as possible and on checking of achievements against literacy benchmark standards.

· Intervention programs and strategies to be in place for those children deemed at risk i.e. Reading Recovery, Bridges, Bridging the Gap, Individual Learning Plans.

· Opportunity should be provided each day for teaching and developing the skills of reading, writing, speaking/listening and spelling.

· Literacy skills should be taught across the curriculum so as these skills are being used in a variety of settings and for a variety of purposes.

· Strong partnerships to be developed between home and school to improve student motivation and achievement.

4. Evaluation and review 

This policy will be reviewed according to the School Council Calendar Policy Review
5. References 

Further information can be obtained on the Department’s website at: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/teachingresources/english/default.htm 
6. School Council Ratification

 This policy was ratified by school council on 6 May 2008 
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