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LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE)

1. Rationale or Purpose 
Languages other than English (LOTE) contribute materially to the universal purposes or schooling and to the development of skills in thinking and reflection. They support the moral, social and economic initiation of young people into the culture and wider civilisation that surrounds them. Learning a language nurtures reflective, deep and creative thinking in specific ways.

LOTE will cover two specific dimensions according to VELS. 

1. Communicating in a language other than English

2. Intercultural knowledge and language awareness.
2. Policy Statement 

Schools play a very important role in the development of attitudes, values and critical thinking. The role of education in the implementation of a multicultural policy is to ensure that racism and prejudice do not develop to hinder individuals’ participation, and that all students are assisted to develop the understandings and skills that will enable them to achieve their full potential, and to participate effectively and successfully in a multicultural society. These understandings and skills will derive from education programs and processes that accurately and positively reflect cultural pluralism, promote cultural inclusiveness and help all students to develop:

• Proficiency in English

• Competency in a language or languages other than English

• In-depth knowledge and awareness of their own and other cultures

• An understanding of the multicultural nature of Australia’s past and present history, and of the interdependence of cultures in the development of the nation

• Skills and understandings to interact comfortably and competently in intercultural settings

• An awareness of the reality of the global village and national interdependence in areas of trade, finance, labour, politics and communications, and that the development of international understanding and cooperation is essential.
3. Implementation 
To develop a whole school ethos that reflects, responds to and values learning about different cultures to develop the children’s empathy and acceptance of diversity.

* When planning programs, account should be taken of the language backgrounds, interests and aspirations of students.

* Activities and resources used should reflect learners interest whenever possible and provide opportunities for learners to use the language in meaningful and culturally appropriate situations.

* Resources to be used include – Languages Online.

                                                  - books, cd’s etc.

                                                  - Cross age tutoring with secondary school students 

                                                     when possible.

                                                  - LOTE teacher if available.

* A multicultural day to be held each year to further the student’s knowledge and interest in other societies.

* The LOTE program will cover the VELS domains of LOTE, English, Personal learning, Interpersonal learning, The Arts and ICT. These units will be based on a multi- disciplinary approach.
* The LOTE program will be implemented across the school Prep to Year 6. 

* Where possible language instructors fluent in the language will be engaged to assist and/or teach the program. When instructors are not available, the class teacher is responsible for implementing the program to the best of his/her ability using the resources available. When language pronunciation/interpretation/ guidance is not available at all, the emphasis in this case should be more on the development of a cultural awareness.  

4. Evaluation and review 

This policy will be reviewed according to the School Council Calendar Policy Review
5. Definitions
6. References
The Victorian Essential Learning Standards is to be consulted for variations to these guidelines.
7.  School Council Ratification
This policy was ratified by school council on   5TH August 2008 
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