
SCIENCE
1. Rationale or Purpose 
To be human is to be curious about the world we live in, to wonder why it is that way, and to ask about our place in it. A fundamental goal for science education is to stimulate, respond to and nourish such curiosity, wonder and questioning. Science provides us with one view of the world – a view that changes as our knowledge and understanding of science evolves. Building students’ Science capability is critical to help them develop the skills and understanding necessary to meet these challenges and make responsible, informed choices.
A major goal of science education is to develop citizens who are capable of engaging in informed debate about science and its applications. Increasing emphasis will be placed on the role of science and the work of Australian and other scientists in addressing issues of sustainability at a local and global level. Science education provides opportunities for students to develop the skills and understanding appropriate to service and good citizenship. It also encourages students to articulate science values and accept the ethical principles embedded in science research. While only some students directly pursue a career in science and scientific research, all students need to appreciate the significance of science for the long-term future of our society.

2. Policy Statement and Purpose 

The school places Science high in its priorities and ties learning to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. 

2.1 Students will acquire scientific skills and conceptual knowledge in the areas of biological, physical, chemical, earth and spaces sciences.

2.2 Students will acquire and use the skills of scientific investigation, reasoning and analysis to ask questions and seek solutions through active participation. 

2.3 Students will become aware of environmental/sustainability issues and develop appreciation, respect and responsibility for life and interest in caring for their world.
2.4 To integrate Science outcomes with other ELS.

3. Implementation 
3.1
South Street Primary School’s Science Program is based on the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS). Standards define what students should know and be able to do at different levels and are written for each dimension. Standards in the Science domain are organised in two dimensions: Science knowledge and understanding and Science at work. 
The Science Continuum P-10 – is an evidence-based resource to assist teachers to support student progress through the VELS Standards. The Continuum provides teaching approaches that support all students to achieve a sound understanding of key scientific ideas. Linking expert practice and research, the Continuum explores students’ ideas based on their everyday experiences, the age-appropriate scientific view, critical teaching ideas and teaching activities. 
3.2 
A Science Co-ordinator will be appointed to be responsible for policy development and the administration of the science budget. The Science Co-ordinator will promote Science through special focus events, the co-ordination of the related Australian Schools competitions, the maintenance and supply of science equipment and promotion of Staff professional development. 

3.3  
The delivery of Science will be achieved through integrated units of work (throughlines) or stand alone lessons developed in Proffesional Action Learning Teams (PALTs). Time allocation will average out to a minimum of one hour per week. 
3.4
Students will be involved in hands-on and inquiry based activities. Units of work will be supported by the availability of resource boxes of related hands-on materials.

3.5
Students will be made aware of safe procedures during science lessons. Standards and practices will be consistent with legal requirements including Occupational Health and Safety (OH&S). 

3.6
The teaching of science will often involve the integration of ideas from other key learning areas – language, mathematical skills and technological awareness.
3.7 
Classroom teachers will assess individual progress of students in accordance with VELS Progression Points. Student assessment may include written reports, check lists, anecdotal records, self assessment, oral presentations and observation.
4. Evaluation and review 

This policy will be reviewed according to the School Council Calendar Policy Review
5. References 

Further information can be obtained on the Department’s website at: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/teachingresources/science/default.htm 

6. School Council Ratification

This policy was ratified by school council on 12th May 2009 
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