Snippets
BE Safe
Diary Dates
2021

be a learner

be respectful

Moe South Street Primary School
Volume 21 Issue 31

14th October 2021

Principal’s News….
WELCOME BACK Grade 3-6!

Oct 25
All Students
Back to School

It was so nice this week to see many more of our students on-site engaging in their
classroom and playing with their friends in the yard.
The Grade 3-6’s enjoyed time with their class, classroom teacher, in Digitech, in PE, in
Art and AUSLAN just like the F-2s have this week. We hope that all students enjoyed
elements of normal schooling.

Nov 01
School Closure

Nov 02
Melbourne Cup
day - Public
Holiday

RETURNING TO ONSITE LEARNING:
Week 3– Monday 18th -Friday15th
Foundation, Grade 1 &2: At school every day
Grade 3 & 4: At school Tuesday and Wednesday. All other days Remote Learning.
Grade 5 & 6: Thursday and Friday onsite. All other days Remote Learning
Week 4 –Monday 25th
All Grades back full time!
We are all looking forward to having an absolutely fantastic term with the children
face to face in our classrooms.
NEW STAFF

Due to Covid restrictions and
density limits breakfast club will not
be running until further notice. We do
apologise for any inconvenience this may
cause.
Please keep your eye
out for further updates.

We would like to welcome
Beck McArthure to our
wellbeing team. Beck will be
working closely with Brooke
Chatterton in supporting
students, parents and staff
during this ever changing
time.

This also applies to
Canteen
At South Street Primary School we grow people who:
Are creative, curious and independent learners. Are resilient and problem solve when faced
with challenges. Respect and care about themselves, each other and the world in which we
live.

We acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai people as traditional owners of this land and pay our respects to elders
both past and present.

Important Updates..
The Chief Health Officer advised last week that students from
grades 3 – 6 need to wear masks indoors at all times starting
Monday 18th October.
We understand that there is still confusion around this
announcement. We are waiting for the minister’s approval for a
final wording and for the details. As soon as we here this we will
communicate the details around this.
Once we are made aware of this directive, we will have masks available for students who haven’t organised their
own yet.
Please keep up to date with our Facebook posts and Sentral Messages for any new information arising.

Hats for Term 4
A reminder that all students will need to wear
their school hats when they are outside at recess
and lunch during term 4.
If your child does not have a hat, they are available form the office for
$7.

Reassuring your child to return to school
To support your child in feeling safe about returning to school you can have conversations with
them that explain:
- The decision to return has been based on medical advice
- Everyone at school is working hard to make sure that children are safe (part of this is hand washing, mask
wearing and social distancing)
- Anyone who is unwell will stay home or be asked to be collected from school
- It is normal to have mixed emotions such as excitement, relief, worry and even anger
- Discussions around what they are looking forward to and what they are worried about
- That good hygiene practices are really important
- Everyone will feel more tired being at school and how to manage this.
It may be important to continue these conversations into week 4 when all students are back on-site full time.
If you are finding that your child continues to struggle with return to school process please contact their
classroom teacher to seek support and guidance.

COVID RESTRICTIONS
We are working with the Department of Education and current advice from
the Chief Health Officer to keep up to date with current COVID safe standards.

Parents On-Site

Tier 1 & 2 Sites

Adults on-site need to be kept to essential workers
only. For now this means that parents are asked to
not be onsite unless previously organised with a staff
member. If you feel you need to enter school grounds,
please call the office to discuss your issue first.

As many of you are aware the community COVID
cases are staying steady.
Please stay up to date with newly updated tier 1 & 2
sites and follow all directs given.

Please remember that when picking up children early
we ask you to call the office to arrange a handover.

We are trusting that all families are testing and
quarantine when required to in order support our
school running all day every day.

Quarantine
If quarantine is necessary for your family we ask that
you inform the school of the beginning and end dates
of this and provide any appropriate documentation.
This will make it easier for children to be on-site as
soon as possible after.
Unfortunately, during a quarantine period staff are
unable to provide you with learning outside of the
classroom.
Any current remote learning will be available to you
as well as your log in for Wushka and Study Ladder.

If you suspect you have COVID, have been to an
exposure site, have come in contact with a potential
case or unsure if you should isolate or not please call the COVID Hotline or Public Health Unit
to get up to date information about what to do next.

Victorian Coronavirus Hotline: 1800 675 398
Gippsland Region Public Health Unit: (LRH):
03 5173 5451

Fresh Air
With current advice to support students managing COVID safe practices we are likely to be having
classrooms with more air flow than normal.
Please be aware that this is making classrooms colder than normal in the mornings. It is worth
considering an extra layer of clothing, this way they can stay warm.
Please make sure you label all uniform clearly.

Blue Timetables

We would like to take a moment to remind our community why ‘Blue
Timetables’ happen from time to time at South Street. A Blue Timetable
occurs when a student’s behaviour is deemed a potential risk of harm to
themselves or others.

Firstly, we want to assure you that we have measures to avoid this in the
first place within all areas of our school.
We do this by providing support to all students with learning, safety and
teaching respectful behaviours as per our values.
This involves staff using active listening to engage in effective conflict
resolution and de-escalating practices when communicating with students.
When this isn’t enough or doesn’t work as quickly as we would like we need to, we engage in practices that take care
of the safety and the wellbeing of students and staff (A Blue Timetable).
As part of a ‘Blue timetable’ staff ensure:
- All children are inside and supervised
- That all external doors to buildings are locked
- Children are in a secure location or moved to one (where appropriate)
- Students are provided with access to toilets and water for drinks
Afterwards, staff have a debriefing with leadership. Teaching staff then discuss the events with students, covering how
they feel and what they might be worried about . A letter goes home to inform you of the event.
Following these events we are offered departmental support for staff and the student involved or witnessing the
event.
If you feel this is something that would support your child/ren feel free to contact Allison Luxford or Sandi Kilpatrick
to begin this process.

Melbourne Cup Day
Melbourne Cup public holiday is on Tuesday 2nd November. There will be no school on Monday 1st November and
Tuesday 2nd November.

