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Snippets 

News from the Principal 

 
 

It has been a pleasure to be back at school, 
interacting and continuing to get to know  
students across our school community 

 during the first week of Term 2.  
 

 
 

Last week, I also had the pleasure of accompanying  
our School Captains, Eva, Zoe, Abbi and Marley and students 

Cooper, Joyce, Mark, Layla and Abel at The ANZAC Day 
ceremony and march last Tuesday.  

 

Each year, I’m impressed with the turnout at these events and 
the respectful way young people engage and pay their respects  

to the spirit of the ANZACs.  
 

This year was no exception, and I was incredibly proud of our  
South Street Primary School students who proudly represented 
the school community. A special mention to Mrs Wiggins, who 
came along and supported the organisation of the event.                                          

                                    See feature page in Snippets. 
 

As I mentioned in last week’s 
Principal’s Message, school 

attendance each and  
everyday is so important to 

overall academic success and 
personal growth.  

 

The first stage of our approach  
to attendance (the same as all 

schools across Inner  
Gippsland) is ensuring that 

attendance benefits are promoted 
and attendance data is accurately 

recorded within the school. 



News from the Principal  cont …. 

 
We accurately record student attendance at South Street Primary School by: 

 
•  Marking the roll twice daily at 8:40am and 12:20pm  
•  Ensuring contact is made with families after consecutive days absent from school  
•  Ensuring students arriving late (after 8:40am) or leaving early (before 3:00pm), sign in  
 or out using our COMPASS Kiosk, located at the office window. 
•  Our Wellbeing Officer reviews all attendance notes submitted by parents/carers  

 

Parents and carers can also support us to accurately record student attendance by:  
  

• Utilising COMPASS to submit attendance notes when their child/children are absent  
  from school, and  
• Ensuring students sign in at the office when they are late from school 

 
When you are adding an attendance note in COMPASS, please add a clear description in the Details/
Comments section. This provides us with a clear understanding of why your child is away and can be 
used by us to change the note to the correct code or provide support if needed.  
 
Adding an attendance note to COMPASS can be done via the app or any internet-connected device.  
 
There are different notes you can select:  
 

Medical / Illness -  your child is absent from school because they are sick 
 
Medical Appointment -  your child is absent as they are attending a medical appointment, it might 
be the doctors, dentist, physio etc – Please try and book medical appointments outside of school 
hours. 
 
Bereavement – your child is absent due to a death, attending a family funeral  
 
Truancy – you support your child to attend school, but they refuse – if this is happening, our 
Wellbeing Coordinator will be in touch to provide support 
 
Family Holiday – you are on a family holiday. If you are planning a family holiday, please contact 
your child’s teacher so we can provide support, work tasks etc, whilst you are away 
 
Religious / Cultural Observance – absent due to a religious or cultural reason  

 
However, the most common absence type is Parent Choice. This is used for any absence that doesn’t 
fit into the above categories and includes absences that are not approved by the Department of 
Education, such as being late, sleeping in, going shopping, spending a day at home etc. It is our goal to 
eliminate and reduce instances of Parent Choice absences.  
 
Finally, if an absence reason is not provided, it is entered as Unexplained. Unexplained absences need 
to be followed up and explained into one of the categories above. You can help us by making sure that 
any absence by your child is explained by adding an attendance note in Compass and including a 
comment.  
 
I hope that this overview of how we track and record attendance data provides you with more insight into 
our approach and how you can support us. It really is important that students attend school every day, on 

time, and that missing school isn’t a regular occurrence.  

Take Care,   
Brendan Dawson,  Acting Principal  



Fri 23rd June 
 

Last day of 

Term 2 

Early dismissal 

Fri 5th May 
 

Latrobe Valley Cross 
Country  

(selected students, 

 permission to be completed 
on COMPASS) 

Fri 19th May 

 

Student Free Day 

Staff Professional 

Development 
(Office & Phones Closed) 

Thur 11th May 

Mothers Day 
Stall Gifts 

$1 to $10  
(Students to bring in 

small change) Tue 9th May 
 

Prep - Year 2 

Mothers Day  

afternoon 2pm to 
3pm 

Term 2 

Mon 12th June 
 

Kings B’day 

Public Holiday 
 

No School 

Fri 30th May 
 

Student Show 
Case 

3pm - 4.30pm 

more info to follow in next 
weeks Snippets 

Wed 10th May 
 

Winter School 
Sports 

(selected students, permis-
sion to be completed on  

COMPASS) 



2023 Enrollment  



School News 
  

 Starting tomorrow, Friday 5th May 
lunch orders will only be available for order through 

COMPASS Canteen.   

 

Please refer to information on COMPASS which sets out 
the new ordering process.  If you need any assistance 
please contact the Office and one of the Office staff will 

walk you through the new system.  

 

We will  no longer   be accepting CASH ORDERS or orders through QuickCliq.   

Should you still have credit in your QuickCliq account please call them on                    

1300 11 66 37 to arrange a refund.   

We cannot arrange this for you. 



ANZAC Day 



Mother’s Day Stall  

 

We are  calling for volunteers to help with set up 

 of the stall on Wednesday 10th May from 3pm  

and on Thursday from 9am to help sell items  

to the students.   If you can spare some time to help,  

please let the Office  know and we will pass it onto  

our Fundraising Committee. 



News from the School Chap-

Term 2 is well and truly up and running with lots of exciting things  
happening in our school programmes. 

 

From my perspective Seasons for Growth (Grief and Loss) programme is still  
continuing with groups that commenced in Term 1. Sessions are held weekly on 
Fridays. In addition two new groups have been added for Tuesdays.  
 

We have just had our first sessions which were very positive.  The aim of 
the programme is to; 
 
1.  Accept the reality of any loss 
2.  To process the pain of grief 
3.  To adjust to the changes in life 
4.  Develop skills for coping, problem solving and decision making. 
 

An 8 week programme  is offered. Consistent attendance is  
recommended for students to get the most out of it. 

 

We all need assistance from time to time to help us cope with daily needs.  
 Food Hampers with basic items to suit families are available.  Please see me 

at the School if you need assistance.  
 

We also have restocked our School Food Pantry for Students who forget recess 
snacks or lunch items. Please let us know if you require assistance at any times. 

 

I am still continuing with the Care Bags for students or families who  
need to leave home because it is unsafe. Any one wishing to donate any 

 items such as toothpaste, soap, shampoo, toothbrushes and face washers 
would be most appreciated. 

 
The weather is getting quite chilly so another recycled clothing sale would  

be appropriate with jackets and warmer clothes available. 
 
 Val Hemmings 

School Chaplain 

Friday 26th May 



School Nurse News 
 

 

On Monday 15th & 22nd of May, grade F1A & F1B will be participating in an interactive  

hygiene session with the School Nurse. 

The sessions will include interactive videos and hand hygiene activities to encourage the  

students to practice healthy hygiene habits each day.  

 

The topics covered in the sessions will include: 

• Oral hygiene– teeth brushing and flossing  

• Clothing  

• Showering & bathing  

• Hand hygiene  

• Toileting  

• Feeling unwell 
 

The students will also receive hygiene packs which include basic hygiene products.  

We encourage parents/guardians to ask questions regarding what is covered in the sessions  

and have conversations around the information provided to the students.  

If you would like any further information on these sessions or have any  

questions, please contact Katelyn (School Nurse).  

Recently your child may 

have brought home a 

care back supplied to 

our school by Smile 

Squad.   

 

Smile Squad is the Victorian 

government's free school 

 dental program. Smile 

Squad delivers free oral health  

promotion, dental check-ups 

 and treatment to Victorian  

government school students at 

school.   We hope to have 

Smile Squad visit later in the 

school year. 



Community News 



Award Winners 

  BE SAFE            BE  A LEARNER         BE RESPECTFUL 

Abel 12C Ridhesh 56C Arik P1B Shalira 12A Faith 56C 

Tye 34A Jyhe 34C Kowan 34A Charlotte 12B  Marlee P1A 

Tehya 56A 

SSPS 

Zack 34C 

56B 


